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to fill the orders. This provision en-
sures that suppliers will give priority
treatment to rated orders from con-
tractor to subcontractor to suppliers
throughout the procurement chain.

(e) Persons may place a priority rat-
ing on orders only when they are in re-
ceipt of a rated order, have been explic-
itly authorized to do so by the Depart-
ment of Commerce or a Delegate Agen-
cy, or are otherwise permitted to do so
by this regulation.

§ 700.4 Controlled materials.
(a) Federal central management of

certain key materials, designated
‘‘controlled materials’’, has been essen-
tial in the past to effective industrial
mobilizations. Accordingly, special
rules are maintained in peacetime to
provide an operating mechanism that
can be rapidly expanded during a na-
tional emergency to meet increased de-
fense and other essential needs. Cur-
rently, the controlled materials are
steel, copper, aluminum, and nickel al-
loys.

(b) Under the controlled materials
program, the Department of Commerce
requires suppliers of controlled mate-
rials to accept rated orders up to a
specified quantity of material during a
given period of time. This quantity is
called a ‘‘set-aside’’. This provision en-
sures that the material will be avail-
able when rated orders are placed. In
addition, the system ensures that con-
trolled materials producers are treated
equitably, for after the set-aside quan-
tity levels have been reached, con-
trolled materials producers may gen-
erally reject additional rated orders.
These orders would then be filled by
other controlled materials producers
who had not exhausted their set-aside
requirement.

(c) In time of national emergency,
the level and scope of the controlled
materials program may be greatly ex-
panded to ensure the necessary alloca-
tion of materials and in order to direct
general industrial activity toward sup-
porting the requirements of the emer-
gency.

(d) Certain other items, in addition
to the controlled materials, have criti-
cal importance to national defense pro-
grams. From time-to-time, special
rules, similar to those for controlled

materials, may be needed to manage
those materials.

(e) If items become scarce and criti-
cal and the requirements of the na-
tional defense cannot be met without
creating a significant dislocation in
the civilian market place so as to cre-
ate appreciable hardship, special rules
may be established under section 101(b)
of the Defense Production Act to con-
trol the general distribution of such
items in the civilian market.

§ 700.5 Special priorities assistance.

(a) The DPAS is designed to be large-
ly self-executing. However, from time-
to-time production or delivery prob-
lems will arise. In this event, special
priorities assistance is available from
Commerce and from the Delegate
Agencies.

(b) Special priorities assistance is
available for any reason consistent
with this regulation. Generally, special
priorities assistance is provided to ex-
pedite deliveries, resolve delivery con-
flicts, place rated orders, locate suppli-
ers, or to verify information supplied
by customers and vendors. Special pri-
orities assistance may also be used to
request rating authority for items not
automatically ratable.

§ 700.6 Official actions.

When necessary, Commerce takes
specific official actions to implement
or enforce the provisions of this regula-
tion and to provide special priorities
assistance. Such actions may include
the issuance of: Rating Authorizations,
Directives, Letters of Understanding,
Set-asides, and compliance documents
(Administrative Subpoenas, Demands
for Information, and Inspection Au-
thorizations).

§ 700.7 Compliance.

(a) Compliance with the provisions of
this regulation and official actions is
required by the Defense Production
Act. Violators are subject to criminal
penalties.

(b) Any person who places or receives
a rated order should be thoroughly fa-
miliar with, and must comply with, the
provisions of this regulation.
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